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CHILDREN’S LEARNING STRATEGIES IN THE PRIMARY FL CLASSROOM

9.  REesuLts AND DISCUSSION

As far as we are aware, the typology of Learning Strategies pre-
sented in this study is the first to have highlighted the types of thoughts
and behaviours used by children as young as eight and nine years old
for learning English in a foreign language classroom setting. The analy-
sis of the interview transcripts, coupled with the classroom observation,
has revealed a variety of techniques and strategies being put into prac-
tice by young EFL learners. The typology we present here includes
Metacognitive and Social/Affective strategies on the one hand and Cog-
nitive strategies on the other, with the latter classified according to the
higher level processes of Comprehension, Retention and Language Use
which they work to enhance and develop. At a more specific level, most
strategy types are manifested through several different learning techni-
ques. The following tables illustrate the hierarchical grouping we have
made of Process, Strategy and Technique and include examples for each
technique extracted from the interview and classroom data. The number
after each excerpt refers either to the interview or to the Teaching Unit
from which the example was taken.
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