


CHILDREN'S LEARNING STRATEGIES IN THE PRIMARY FL CLASSROOM

9. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As far as we are aware, the typology of Learning Strategies pre-
sented in this study is the first to have highlighted the types of thoughts
and behaviours used by children as young as eight and nine years oíd
for learning English in a foreign language classroom setting. The analy-
sis of the interview transcripts, coupled with the classroom observation,
has revealed a variety of techniques and strategies being put into prac-
tice by young EFL learners. The typology we present here includes
Metacognitive and Social/Affective strategies on the one hand and Cog-
nitive strategies on the other, with the latter classified according to the
higher level processes of Comprehension, Retention and Language Use
which they work to enhance and develop. At a more specific level, most
strategy types are manifested through several different learning techni-
ques. The following tables ¿Ilústrate the hierarchical grouping we have
made of Process, Strategy and Technique and include examples for each
technique extracted from the interview and classroom data. The number
after each excerpt refers either to the interview or to the Teaching Unit
from which the example was taken.
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pu
t 

(i
nt

on
at

io
n;

 v
ol

um
e;

 p
au

se
s;

st
re

ss
)

G
ue

ss
in

g 
m

ea
ni

ng
s 

fr
om

 p
ic

tu
-

re
s, 

ob
je

ct
s 

bl
ac

kb
oa

rd
 d

ra
w

in
gs

,
vi

de
o 

se
qu

en
ce

s

E
xa

m
pl

es

In
t: 

¿V
os

ot
ro

s 
te

né
is

 j
ue

go
s 

de
 e

st
os

 e
n 

ca
sa

?
So

r:
 Y

o 
sí

, 
te

ng
o 

el
 j

ue
go

 d
e 

la
 o

ca
 q

ue
 e

s 
pa

re
ci

do
 a

 é
st

e.
JP

: 
Y

 y
o.

In
t: 

Y
 tú

 t
am

bi
én

. 
E

nt
on

ce
s 

tú
 s

ab
es

 p
or

 l
as

 r
eg

la
s 

o 
po

r 
qu

e 
sa

be
s 

ju
ga

r?
So

r:
 P

or
qu

e 
sa

be
m

os
 j

ug
ar

. 
(5

)

In
t: 

(A
sk

in
g 

ho
w

 t
he

pu
pi

l 
ha

d 
un

de
rs

to
od

 t
he

 s
to

ry
 T

he
 V

er
y H

un
gr

y 
C

a-
te

rp
il

la
r)

 ¿
E

st
o 

te
 l

o 
sa

bí
as

 p
or

qu
e 

ya
 s

ab
ía

s 
lo

 q
ue

 p
as

ab
a 

a 
un

a 
or

ug
a?

El
: 

A
h 

pe
ro

 e
so

 y
o 

ya
 l

o 
sa

bí
a.

In
t: 

¿D
ón

de
 l

o 
ha

bí
as

 
es

tu
di

ad
o?

El
: 

P
ue

s 
es

 
qu

e 
ta

m
bi

én
 

yo
 

cu
an

do
 

es
 

el
 

ti
em

po
 

de
 

lo
s 

gu
sa

no
s,

pu
es

 y
o 

co
jo

 g
us

an
os

, 
y 

lu
eg

o 
ha

ce
n 

el
, 

el
 c

ap
ul

lo
 y

 l
ue

go
 s

al
e 

la
m

ar
ip

os
a 

y 
y 

po
ne

 
hu

ev
os

.
In

t: 
¿Y

 c
óm

o 
se

 d
ic

e 
ca

pu
ll

o 
en

 
in

gl
és

?
El

: 
C

oc
oo

n.
 

(3
)

In
t: 

(C
he

ck
in

g 
th

ei
r 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

on
 

of
 a

 s
on

g 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

le
ar

ne
d 

in
cl

as
s)

 ¿
Y

 e
so

 q
ué

 e
s 

de
 

'p
ee

p 
in

si
de

'?
JP

: 
P

or
qu

e 
es

 u
na

 p
al

ab
ra

 
y 

lu
eg

o 
di

ce
 q

ue
 

en
tr

e 
o 

al
go

 a
sí

.
So

r:
 E

nt
on

ce
s 

D
on

 M
 s

e 
po

ne
 a

sí
 (

ci
rc

le
s 

he
r 

ey
es

 w
it

h 
he

r 
ha

nd
s)

.
JL

: 
El

 a
gu

je
ro

 
y 

ve
r 

lo
 q

ue
 h

ay
 d

en
tr

o.
 

(1
)

JP
: 

D
on

 M
 e

st
uv

o 
po

ni
en

do
 e

n 
la

 p
iz

ar
ra

 a
lg

un
as

 c
os

as
.

So
r:

 D
ib

uj
an

do
...

 y
o 

m
e 

ac
ue

rd
o 

de
 m

uc
ha

s:
 s

aw
, 

pl
ye

rs
, 

sc
re

w
dr

iv
er

,
ha

m
m

er
.

JP
: 

Y
 D

on
 M

 n
os

 l
o 

po
ní

a 
el

 d
ib

uj
o 

y 
lu

eg
o 

no
so

tr
os

 t
en

ía
m

os
 

qu
e

de
ci

rl
o.

 
(1

)
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N
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R

E
T

R
IE

V
A

L
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ra

te
gi
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V
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U
A
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A

U
D
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O

R
Y

,
K

IN
E

T
IC
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A

G
ER

Y

T
ec

hn
iq

ue
s

A
ss

oc
ia

ti
ng

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 
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d 

la
n-

gu
ag

e 
m

od
el
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w

it
h 
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e 

te
ac

he
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s
ge
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ur

es

R
ec

al
li

ng
 v
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ab

ul
ar

y 
an

d 
la

n-
gu

ag
e 

m
od

el
s 

fr
om

 b
la

ck
bo

ar
d

dr
aw

in
gs

 a
nd

 p
ic

tu
re

s 
in

 s
to

ry
-

bo
ok

s,
 s

lid
es

, v
id

eo
 i

m
ag

es
, e

tc
.

R
ec

al
li

ng
 v

oc
ab

ul
ar

y 
an

d 
la

n-
gu

ag
e 

m
od

el
s 

in
 a

ss
oc

ia
ti

on
 w

it
h

th
e 

th
em

at
ic

 c
on

te
xt

 i
n 

w
h

ic
h

th
ey

 w
er

e 
fi

rs
t 

in
tr

od
uc

ed

A
ss

oc
ia

ti
ng

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y 

an
d 

la
n-

gu
ag

e 
m

od
el

s 
w

it
h 

ph
ys

ic
al

 a
c-

ti
on

E
xa

m
pl

es

JP
: 

A
de

m
ás

 D
on

 M
, 

cu
an

do
 c

an
ta

ba
 l

a 
ca

nc
ió

n,
 c

ua
nd

o 
de

cí
a 

'b
ui

ld
'

ha
cí

a 
as

í 
(p

re
te

nd
s 

to
 d

ig
 w

it
h 

a 
sp

ad
é)

. 
(2

)

In
t: 

¿Y
 c

óm
o 

os
 a

co
rd

ái
s 

de
l 

cu
en

to
, 

tú
 q

ue
 l

o 
ha

s 
co

nt
ad

o 
si

n 
m

i-
ra

rl
o 

có
m

o 
te

 a
cu

er
da

s 
de

 t
od

o?
So

r:
 

P
ue

s 
yo

 
m

e 
ac

ue
rd

o 
p

o
rq

u
e 

lo
 

vi
m

os
 

do
s 

ve
ce

s 
yo

 
lo

 
vi

do
s 

ve
ce

s 
en

 
el

 v
id

eo
 y

 D
on

 
M

 a
 v

ec
es

 n
os

 
po

ne
, 

co
m

o 
a 

ve
ce

s
no

 
no

s 
ac

or
da

m
os

 
bi

en
 

de
 

la
s 

co
sa

s 
no

s 
po

ne
 

el
 v

id
eo

 
y 

lo
 r

e-
co

rd
am

os
 

y 
lu

eg
o 

yo
 

m
e 

ac
ue

rd
o,

 
po

rq
ue

 
cu

an
do

 
yo

 
do

y 
al

go
de

 
in

gl
és

 
se

 m
e 

ap
re

nd
e,

 
y 

se
 m

e 
m

et
e 

en
 

la
 c

ab
ez

a 
y 

no
 

se
 

m
e

ol
vi

da
. 

(3
)

In
t: 

(A
sk

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

) 
A

 v
er

 J
V

, 
¿t

ú 
de

 
cu

ál
es

 
te

 
ac

ue
rd

as
m

ej
or

?
JV

: 
D

e 
la

s 
qu

e 
sa

le
n 

en
 e

l 
cu

en
to

 y
 a

lg
un

a 
ot

ra
. 

(3
)

El
: 

O
tr

a 
co

sa
 

qu
e 

no
s 

ay
ud

ó 
a 

re
co

rd
ar

 
er

a 
cu

an
do

 
D

on
 M

. 
co

gí
a

un
 n

om
br

e 
si

 t
ú 

lo
 d

ec
ía

s 
y 

lo
 a

ce
rt

ab
as

 l
ue

go
 l

o 
po

ní
as

 e
n 

el
 p

a-
pe

l, 
es

o 
ta

m
bi

én
 

no
s 

ay
ud

ó,
 a

yu
dó

 m
ás

. 
(3

)
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C
og

ni
tiv

e 
St

ra
te

gi
es

 (
co

nt
.)

R
E

T
E

N
T

IO
N

 
A

N
D

 
R

E
T

R
IE

V
A

L

St
ra

te
gi

es

R
E

PE
T

IT
IO

N

T
ec

hn
iq

ue
s

V
ol

un
ta

ry
 in

-c
la

ss
 r

ep
et

it
io

n 
of

 v
o

ca
bu

la
ry

, 
la

ng
ua

ge
 m

od
el

s 
pr

e-
se

nt
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

te
ac

he
r

Pl
ay

fu
lly

 r
ep

ea
ti

ng
 t

o 
on

es
se

lf
 o

r
w

it
h 

fr
ie

nd
s 

ou
ts

id
e 

cl
as

s 
(n

ew
w

or
ds

, n
um

be
rs

, 
so

ng
s,

 e
tc

.)

R
e-

re
ad

in
g 

cl
as

s 
ex

er
ci

se
 

bo
ok

to
 r

em
em

be
r 

n
ew

 v
oc

ab
ul

ar
y

V
ol

un
ta

ri
ly

 r
ep

ea
tin

g 
th

e 
te

ac
he

r'
s

co
rr

ec
ti

ve
 f

ee
db

ac
k

E
xa

m
pl

es

T
: 

Fm
 g

oi
ng

 t
o 

bu
il

d 
a 

ho
us

e
Ss

: 
w

it
h 

a 
sl

op
in

g 
ro

of
T

: 
w

it
h 

a 
ch

im
ne

y 
ta

ll
Ss

: 
w

it
h 

a 
ch

im
ne

y 
ta

ll
T

: 
sl

op
in

g 
ro

of
Ss

: 
sl

op
in

g 
ro

of
T

: 
ok

? 
(T

U
1)

JL
: 

yo
 m

uc
ha

s 
ve

ce
s 

yo
 v

oy
 p

en
sa

nd
o 

en
 l

os
 n

úm
er

os
, 

cu
en

to
, 

m
ir

a
(s

e 
le

va
nt

a)
 

vo
y 

ha
ci

en
do

 
pe

ns
an

do
, 

on
e 

tw
o 

th
re

e 
fo

ur
 

fi
ve

, 
vo

y
ca

nt
án

do
lo

s.
 

(1
)

In
t: 

¿Q
ué

 e
st

ud
ia

s,
 l

os
 f

in
es

 
de

 
se

m
an

a?
So

r:
 S

í 
y 

a 
ve

ce
s 

co
m

o 
m

e 
lo

 l
le

vo
 (

re
fe

rr
in

g 
to

 h
er

 e
xe

rc
is

e 
bo

ok
)

po
r 

la
s 

ta
rd

es
 c

ua
nd

o 
es

to
y 

so
la

 p
os

 m
e 

po
ng

o 
a 

es
tu

di
ar

 y
 a

sí
 n

o
es

to
y 

ab
ur

ri
da

.
In

t: 
Y

 c
ua

nd
o 

di
ce

s 
qu

e 
es

tu
di

as
 ¿

qu
é 

ha
ce

s,
 v

es
 l

os
 d

ib
uj

os
 o

 l
ee

s 
o.

..?
S:

 N
o,

 y
o 

al
 p

ri
nc

ip
io

 v
eo

 l
os

 d
ib

uj
os

 
y 

as
í 

lo
 r

ec
ue

rd
o 

lo
 q

ue
 e

s 
y

lu
eg

o 
m

e 
po

ng
o 

a 
le

er
 y

 y
a 

sé
 l

o 
qu

e 
es

.
In

t: 
¿Y

 e
sc

ri
be

s 
ta

m
bi

én
 

o 
no

?
S:

 C
ua

nd
o,

 
no

, 
cu

an
do

, 
co

m
o 

se
gu

ra
m

en
te

 
m

ás
 

ad
el

an
te

 
ha

re
m

os
di

ct
ad

os
 

de
 

in
gl

és
 

en
to

nc
es

, 
yo

 
m

uc
ha

s 
ve

ce
s 

co
jo

 
el

 l
áp

iz
 

y 
un

a
ho

ja
, 

o 
m

e 
po

ng
o 

el
 

li
br

o 
y 

em
pi

ez
o 

a 
di

ct
ar

 
do

s 
ho

ja
s 

y 
lu

eg
o,

cu
an

do
, 

de
sp

ué
s 

de
 e

so
. 

m
e 

po
ng

o 
a 

le
er

lo
 y

 y
a 

m
e 

lo
 s

é.
 (

3)

T
: 

Fo
r 

ex
am

pl
e 

if 
I 

w
an

t 
to

 b
uy

 s
ta

m
ps

 t
o 

se
nd

 l
et

te
rs

, 
w

he
re

 d
o 

I 
go

?
JL

: 
po

st
 

of
fi

ce
T

: 
I 

go
 t

o 
th

e 
po

st
 

of
fi

ce
JL

: 
I 

go
 t

o 
th

e 
po

st
 o

ff
ic

e 
(T

U
3)
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U
SE

 O
F 

L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 
F

O
R

 
O

R
A

L
/W

R
IT

T
E

N
 

C
O

M
M

U
N

IC
A

T
IO

N

St
ra

te
gi

es

LA
N

G
U

A
G

E
A

N
A

LY
SI

S

B
U

IL
D

IN
G

A
U

T
O

N
O

M
O

U
S

D
IS

C
O

U
R

SE

T
ec

h 
ñi

qu
es

In
du

ci
ng

 p
ho

no
lo

gi
ca

l r
ul

es
 fr

om
th

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
 i

np
ut

A
pp

ly
in

g 
le

ar
ne

d 
ru

le
s 

to
 u

nd
er

-
st

an
d/

pr
od

uc
e 

th
e 

FL

U
si

ng
 u

na
na

ly
se

d 
fo

rm
ul

as

Sp
on

ta
ne

ou
sl

y 
in

it
ia

ti
ng

 a
n 

ex
-

ch
an

ge
 w

it
h 

th
e 

te
ac

he
r 

or
 a

n-
ot

he
r 

pu
pi

l 
in

 t
he

 F
L

In
co

rp
or

at
in

g 
th

e 
te

ac
he

r'
s 

fe
ed

-
ba

ck
 i

n 
or

al
 /

w
ri

tt
en

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n

E
xa

m
pl

es

In
t: 

V
os

ot
ro

s 
de

cí
s 

'p
ee

p'
 s

ie
m

pr
e 

y 
es

o 
lo

 v
eo

 m
uy

 r
ar

o.
JL

: 
P

er
o 

en
 i

ng
lé

s 
se

 e
sc

ri
be

 d
e 

un
a 

m
an

er
a 

y 
lu

es
go

 s
e 

di
ce

 d
e 

ot
ra

m
an

er
a.

So
r:

 S
i 

la
s 

co
rt

ic
as

 m
ás

 o
 m

en
os

 s
e 

di
ce

 i
gu

al
es

 p
er

o 
la

s 
m

ás
 g

ra
nd

es
se

 p
ro

nu
nc

ia
n 

di
st

in
to

. 
(1

)

In
t: 

¿H
ab

éi
s 

oí
do

 
a 

D
on

 
M

 d
ec

ir
 

'a
te

', 
'a

te
? 

¿ 
Y

 s
ab

éi
s 

cu
ál

 
es

 l
a

di
fe

re
nc

ia
 

en
tr

e 
'e

at
' 

y 
'a

te
'?

JV
: 

Q
ue

 
'a

te
' 

es
 q

ue
 c

om
ió

 y
 '

ea
t' 

es
 q

ue
 

co
m

e.
In

t: 
B

ie
n,

 m
uy

 b
ie

n.
 ¿

Y
 c

óm
o 

lo
 s

ab
es

?
JV

: 
P

or
qu

e 
a 

m
í 

cu
an

do
 d

ec
ía

 
'e

at
' 

en
to

nc
es

 
m

e 
lo

 d
ijo

. 
(3

)

In
t: 

A
llí

 p
on

e 
(p

oi
nt

in
g 

to
 t

he
 b

la
ck

bo
ar

d)
 

T
od

ay
 i

s 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

 ¿
qu

é
qu

ie
re

 
de

ci
r?

Y
ol

: 
Y

o 
sa

bí
a 

de
ci

r 
T

od
ay

 i
s 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
' 

pe
ro

 '
is

' 
no

 s
ab

ía
 m

uy
 b

ie
n

lo
 q

ue
 

si
gn

if
ic

a.
 

(4
)

T.
 D

id
 y

ou
 

en
jo

y 
yo

ur
 

w
ee

ke
nd

?
So

r:
 M

. 
it

's
 R

ub
en

's
 h

ap
py

 b
ir

th
da

y 
to

 y
ou

 (
si

ng
in

g)
 

ha
pp

y 
bi

rt
hd

ay
to

 y
ou

.
T

: 
It

's
 R

ub
en

's
 b

ir
th

da
y,

 o
k,

 c
on

gr
at

ul
at

io
ns

, 
ha

pp
y 

bi
rt

hd
ay

. 
(T

U
 3

)

JV
 (

T
al

kí
ng

 
ab

ou
t 

a 
co

m
po

si
ti

on
 

he
 h

ad
 

w
ri

tt
en

 
ab

ou
t 

hi
s 

ow
n 

vi
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ge

 
in

 
w

hi
ch

 
th

e 
te
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he

r 
ha

d 
co

rr
ec

te
d 

se
ve

ra
l 

w
or

ds
 

an
d 

ex
pr

es
-

si
on

s 
an

d 
w

hi
ch

 
ha

s 
he

lp
ed

 h
im

 
to

 w
ri

te
 a

 s
ec

on
d 

co
m

po
si

ti
on

 
ab

ou
t

hi
s 

id
ea

l 
vi

ll
ag

e)
 C

om
o 

es
cr

ib
í 

so
br

e 
A

lq
ue

rí
as

 l
as

 p
on

ía
 m

al
, 

y 
M

at
ía

s
la

s 
pu

so
 b

ie
n 

y 
m

e 
ac

or
da

ba
 d

e 
có

m
o 

se
 e

sc
ri

bí
an

..
. 

A
lg

un
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os
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m

e 
la

s 
co

m
ía

 y
 é

l 
m

e 
di

jo
 c

om
o 

la
s 

te
ní

a 
qu

e 
po

ne
r.

 
(4

)
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D
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O
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bu
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si

ng
 s
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